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A Word From the Pastor

Another school year has past and summer is once again upon us.
Thoughts of trips and family vacations fill children with excitement and
parents with one more thing to plan. Even grandparents begin to prepare
for the influx of grandchildren as families either use grandma’s house as a
destination or grandpa’s house as a way station as they travel to some-
where else. In the end, the result in Sonora is basically the same — most
people will be gone. The town becomes very quiet in the summer as vaca-
tion bible schools end and athletics takes a break. As things wind down, I
begin to think of all the things ending in my own life.

Almost as soon as my daughter’s were born, my wife began to talk
about getting them to college. From saving money to summer education
programs, the focus was on having our daughters graduate from college. I
was told in no uncertain terms that we were paying for their college and
that both her daughters would be college graduates. So when she suddenly
passed away, I knew I had one goal — college graduation. While it took six
and a half years, my youngest graduated last month. So now what?

Summers have always been filled with family trips and vacations
except for the summers during college when I worked. Childhood sum-
mers where spent visiting grandparents and being with my family at my **Reminder **
grandmother’s house on Galveston Bay. After college, my wife and I
would go see her grandparents in Tennessee and Kentucky. Then when We will once ag ain
we had children of our own, we would go on family trips all over the coun- Bbe ,C;Olleitl';.g fl’of"l,
try. But now, my daughters have become grown, working women who are El g rcl:‘l eelatg r; SOC?‘I o Oel.
just starting out and don’t have vacation time to go on trips. Growing old-
er means that there is less living family to visit. And so, like a ghost I will Please contact the

be haunting Sonora as everyone goes on trips. office if you would

_ , like to make a dona-
It is good to slow down and reevaluate your life. We often say that tion towards this

we will rest on vacation but vacations are often so packed that we need to great cause.
come home to rest. Do we go on vacations to make memories or to avoid y

what waits for us in the silence of our lives? While I have grown to enjoy
silence, for some silence is the place where doubts, regrets, and fears live.
The hardest thing about losing my wife followed by each of my daughters
leaving for college was the silence of the home. It made me face all the
clutter in my house and in my mind. At first it was overwhelming but God
gives us seasons in our lives for a reason. Here are some things I learned

from being still and facing the silence. continued on Page 2...
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A Word From the Pastor Continue

We are often possessed by our possessions. Things that we accumulate over time grow to fill our
house and dictate our lives. Valuables in protecting and weapons need safes. Boats and cars need stor-
age and regular maintenance. Tools and decorations need places to be stored and reorganizing so that
we can find them when we need them. When we first started out on our own, we needed very little
space to live but as we accumulate stuff, we find we need more and more space. The truth is, however,
that when we had nothing we were actually happier. When you begin to let go of all the things you
think you need, you discover what is really important. Holidays don’t need more decorations if the dec-
orations you have are meaningful. Hobbies are only enjoyable when they enhance your life, rather than
becoming an obligation or a drain on your resources.

When we spend time with God in the silence, we begin to learn what is really important. All
those missed opportunities that wake us up in the middle of the night are in the past. It didn’t happen
and rehashing it will not change it. The silence helps us to let go of the past. There are things we carry
around emotionally and physically which no longer enhance our lives but are simply burdens. Old pa-
per certificates and knick-knacks simply take us space. A question I regularly ask myself is, “When I
die, will my kids want any of this?” The answer is often no. If they don’t want it, do I still want it? Sur-
prisingly, the answer is often no as well. If the answer is yes, then I make a point to tell my children the
story behind the object and why it is still important to me. As our life becomes simplified, the silence
becomes more of a comfort than a burden. We realize that we don’t need to get away if we enjoy where
we are at.

As you try to stay cool this summer and make memories with your family, leave time for silence.
It is usually during these times of silence when nothing is planned that the most interesting conversa-
tions occur and the most memorable events happen. Whether you stay around or go traveling, I pray
that you will be blessed. All indication are, I will still be here when you get back for another year in this
home we call Sonora.

Blessings,

Pastor Mark

Go

8IG
things!!
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METHODIST DAY SCHOOL EVENTS

Adelynn

Her favorite chapel song is: BIBLE

She likes cats, her favorite color is pur-

ple, and she is ready for kindergarten.

When she grows up she wants to be a
police officer.

Mitchel

His favorite chapel song is: BIBLE

He likes tigers, his favorite color is blue,
and he is ready for kindergarten. When
he grows up he wants to be a football
player.

v-‘|-‘ 1 | e w—

“The Lorbp bless you and keep you;
the LorD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the Lorp lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. “

Numbers 6:24-26
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Adleigh

Her favorite chapel song is: Jesus Loves Me

She likes lady bugs, her favorite color is
pink, and she is ready for kindergarten.

When she grows up she wants to be a

veterinarian.

Rhett

His favorite chapel song is: Wise Man

He likes lions, his favorite color is red,
and he is ready for kindergarten. When
he grows up he wants to be a teacher.

Ainsley

Her favorite chapel song is: Jesus Loves Me

She likes giraffes, her favorite color is pur-
ple, and she is ready for kindergarten.
When she grows up she wants to be a

veterinarian.
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Madeline

Her favorite chapel song is: BIBLE

She likes dogs, her favorite color is
green, and she is ready for kindergarten.
When she grows up she wants to be a
fire fighter.

Cole

His favorite chapel song is: BIBLE

He likes frogs, his favorite color is green,
and he is ready for kindergarten. When
he grows up he wants to be a army man.
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Methodist Day School
Class of 2026
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June Birthday

Kathy Davis

Sandra Elliott 6/6

Cuatro Wardlaw 6/9 Stella Love

Tracy Love 6/12 Declan Morrow
Linda Johnson

Candy Davis 6/13
Reilly Wardlaw

Virgil Burge 6/22

July Birthday

Rick Powers

Cleve T Jones 111 7/3

Patrick Morrow 7/6 Pam Payton

Kendal Thorp 7/13 Jessie Lem Wardlaw
Will Griffin

Pam Thorp

Mack Wardlaw 7/13

Carson Wardlaw 7/16
Lee Bloodworth

Jack Wardlaw 7/21
Elena Love
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR JUNE!
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Father’s Pastor’s Bible
Study @ 5pm
Day
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7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Open Door @ Pastor’s Bible
Worship @ 11
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14 15 16 17 18 19 20
One Board Annual Confer- | Annual Confer- | Annual Confer- | Annual Confer-
Meeting @ 9:30 ence in Corpus | encein Corpus || ence in Corpus | ence in Corpus
Worship @ 11
Flag ODay
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Open Door Pastor’s Bible
Study @ 9:45AM Study @ 5pm
Worship@ 11
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Open Door ‘
Study @ 9:45AM : \
Worship @ 11 /’é |
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR JULY!
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Open Door @ Pastor’s Bible
9:45AM Study @ 5pm
Worship @ 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Open Door @ Pastor’s Bible
9:45AM Study @ 5pm
Worship @ 11
-
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Open Door Pastor’s Bible
Study @ 9:45AM Study @ 5pm
Worship@ 11
26 27 28 29 30 31
Open Door Pastor’s Bible
Study @ 9:45AM Study @ 5pm
Worship @ 11
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CIRCUIT RIDER IS PUBLISHED BY :
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PO Box 675 Sonora First United

§ Methodist Church
SONORA, TX 76950

PHONE: (325) 387-2466

WWW.SONORAFUMC.COM

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

FUMC SONORA STAFF

OPEN DOOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45AM
% \WORSHIP SERVICE 11:00 AM REV. MARK BRECHIN— PASTOR
8 *\WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST AT 11:00 AM. YIRGIL BURGE— ONE BOARD CHAIR

SUNDAYS ON KHOS 92.1 AND KYXX 94.3* PATTI BARKER— MDS DIRECTOR
DARRELL BARKER— CUSTODIAN

KENDRA VYVLECKA—

FINANCE SECRETARY AND COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

~ CIRCUIT RIDER VOLUME 5, ISSUE 6.



