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December Edition 

Volume 4, Issue 12 

 A Word From the Pastor 

 As we enter this most wonderful time of the year, I have begun 

to reflect upon the incarnation. One of my favorite hymns this time of 

year is “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”. As Matthew tells us, Emman-

uel means “God is with us” (1:23). This is more than a burning bush, 

a pillar of fire, or brilliance of the glory of God. When Jesus ascended, 

he asked the Father to send the Spirit that God might dwell within us 

which is why Paul says that our bodies are temples of God. But the 

incarnation is more than the presence of God with us in Spirit. The 

word “incarnation” has at the center the Latin word “caro” which 

means flesh. This root word is where the words “carnal”, “carnival”, 

and “carne” come from. In Jesus, God is not just with us but became 

flesh and lived as one of us. As the incarnation of God, Jesus showed 

us how to live as we were originally created to live. For some other 

religions, the idea of God becoming human is too much. For them, 

Jesus may be a prophet in which the word of God dwells but is not 

God incarnate. Even if that accept that Jesus was the Son of God in-

carnate, then the crucifixion really is folly. If Christmas is the celebra-

tion of the incarnation, then Good Friday asked the question, “Can 

God be killed?”. Of course Easter answers with a resounding, “NO!”. 

We follow an ever-living God. Christmas is the time we celebrate the 

incredible miracle and gift of the incarnation. 

 After years of preaching and celebrating the gift of the incarna-

tion at Christmas, a new question begins to arise. What are we doing 

with that gift? For some, the gift of Jesus is all about forgiveness and 

being loved by God. This views the incarnation as a one way gift 

where God is with us. The incarnation, however, is not simply a one 

way gift but is a two way relationship. If Jesus is God with us, then 

Paul says that, in Christ, we are with God. Jesus is the conduit for a 

personal relationship with God. A relationship in which God calls to 

us in love and grace and expects us to respond with love and  

humility.  
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Upcoming Events 

**December 3rd** 

Downtown Christmas 

**December 8th** 

MDS @ Sonora Bank 9AM 

** December 10th** 

MDS - Christmas Program @ 

8:30AM 

**December 15th** 

MDS - Breakfast with Santa 

**December 17th** 

MDS - Class Parties  

**December 15th - 17th** 

SISD - 2PM Dismissal 

**December 18th** 

SISD - Noon Dismissal 

**December 22nd - January 6th** 

No SISD - No MDS 

**January 7th** 

SISD & MDS Begins 
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A Word From the Pastor Continue 

The gift of Christmas not only transforms our understanding of God but also of 

ourselves. Through Christ, we have been given a chance at a new life and a new 

way of living with one another. Not simply during the Christmas season but all 

   year long. 

 I recently read a translation of the Cherokee version of the Lord’s Prayer. 

When translated back into English “deliver us from evil” becomes “deliver us 

from being evil”. I love this idea. Before the incarnation, we lived in darkness and 

did evil out of our own blind selfishness. But with Christmas, everything changes. 

We no longer have to blindly choose evil but we can be delivered from evil habits 

and choices. When we live in Christ, the Spirit guides us away from evil paths and 

into paths of righteousness (Romans 8). A life in Christ is the manifestation of the 

Spirit in every aspect of our lives. Slowly through sanctifying grace, Christ be-

comes incarnated in our daily lives and actions. All of this is possible because 

Christ humbled himself (Philippians 2:5-7), Mary said yes, and Joseph said yes. 

 Will you say yes to Jesus this Christmas? Will you let Christ into your heart 

not simply during the Christmas season but all year long? Will you humble your-

self before Christ and allow the Spirit to deliver you from being evil? Will you say 

yes to the work of sanctifying grace as the incarnation begins to transform your 

life? Christmas is not simply a time to wait for a fat man to slide down a chimney 

but it is a time to say yes. If you say yes to the Christ child, your life will never be 

the same because the advertisement really is true, “A baby changes everything”. 

May you and your loved ones have a blessed Christmas. May the incarnation 

transform your life into one of joy, peace, faith, hope, and love. And may the in-

carnation continue to transform you and your world all year long.  

Merry Christmas and a very Blessed New Year! 

     Blessings,  

      Pastor Mark 

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 

his name Immanuel."  

Isaiah 7:14  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/7-14.html
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METHODIST DAY SCHOOL Events 

"And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them." 

Mark 10:16 

NOVEMBER HAS BEEN A QUICK BUT EVENTFUL MONTH AT METHODIST DAY 
SCHOOL.   WE HAD FUN ENJOYING THE COOLER WEATHER WITH LOTS OF OUTDOOR 
PLAY TIME.  THE CHILDREN LEARNED SO MUCH BY DOING  MANY FALL CRAFTS AND 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES.  WE ENDED OUR MONTH BEING THANKFUL FOR FRIENDS AND 

FAMILY WITH A THANKSGIVING FEAST.   

WE ARE TRULY BLESSED BY ALL THE WONDERFUL CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES 

OF MDS 
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december Birthdays 

Linda Wallace             12/1                     Whitney Keller                  12/2                          Kelly Holder             12/3  

Jansen Morriss           12/11                        Alicia Brechin                  12/12                        TJ Thorp                   12/13                         

Dawn Cahill              12/15                     Donna Hill                       12/15                         Dallas Payne            12/17 

Rylie Thorp              12/17                           Matt Davis           12/18                         Al Elliott                   12/27 
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Upcoming Events for december! 

SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 

 

 

                1 

SMS Bball @ Sono-

ra vs. Reagan Co. 

                  2 

SHS Lady Broncos 

@ Sonora vs. Grape 

Creek 

SHS Bronco Bball 

@ Sonora vs. Ball-

inger 

                         3 

Downtown 

Christmas 

6 

FFA - Lamb Shear 

Day 

 

 

                   5                   

 

                      4                                       

SHS Bball @ Sono-

ra Tournament 

 

7 

Open Door Study 

@ 9:45AM 

Worship @ 11 

Hanging of the Green 

@ FBC 

8 

MDS - Singing 

@ Sonora Bank 

SMS Bball @ Eldora-

do 

9 

SHS Bronco Bball 

@ Sonora vs. Ma-

son 

SHS Lady Broncos 

@ Veribest 

10 

MDS - Christmas 

Program @ 8:30Am 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

@ 5pm 

Team Jesus  @  Epis-

copal Church 5:30-

13 

SHS Bronco Bball @ 

Junction Tournament 

12 

SISD - 3 PM 

SHS Lady Broncos @ 

Miles 

SHS Bronco Bball @ 

Junction Tournament 

11 

SMS Colt Football @ 

Colorado City 

 

 

 

14 

Open Door 

Study @ 9:45AM 

Worship @ 11 

 

15 

MDS - Breakfast 

with Santa 

SMS Bball @ Sonora 

vs. Ozona 

SISD - 2PM  

Dismissal 

 

16 

SHS Lady Broncos 

@ Eldorado 

SHS Broncos @ 

Sonora vs. Harper 

SISD - 2PM  

Dismissal 

 

17 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

@ 5pm 

MDS - Christmas 

Parties 

SISD - 2PM  

Dismissal 

 

                           20 

FFA - Stockshow 

Awards/

Sponsorship Meal 

19 

SISD - No School 

SHS Bronco BBall 

@ Sonora vs. 

Forsan 

FFA - Sutton Co. 

Stockshow 

18 

SISD - Noon  

Dismissal 

FFA - County 

Weigh In 

21 

Open Door 

Study @ 9:45AM 

Worship @ 11 

 

 

22 

No MDS  

SISD - No School 

23 

SISD - No School 

24 

Christmas Eve 

Service @ 6PM 

Church Office Closed 

No MDS  

SISD - No School 

27 

SHS Lady Broncos @ 

Nueces Canyon Tour-

nament 

SHS Broncos @ Eden 

Tournament 

 

26 

Church Office Closed 

SISD - No School 

                       25 

Merry  

Christmas!!! 

SISD - No School 

Church Office Closed 

 

28 

Open Door 

Study @ 9:45AM 

Worship @ 11 

 

29 

Church Office Closed 

SISD - No School 

                       30 

Church Office Closed 

SISD - No School 

                   31              
Church Office Closed 

SISD - No School 
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Circuit Rider is Published by : 

First United Methodist Church 

PO Box 675 

Sonora, TX 76950 

Phone: (325) 387-2466 

www.sonorafumc.com 

Rev. Mark Brechin– Pastor 

Donna Hill– Admin Council Chair 

Patti Barker– MDS Director 

Darrell Barker– Custodian 

Kendra Vyvlecka–  

Finance Secretary and Communications Director 

FUMC SONORA STAFF 

Sunday Schedule 

Children’s Nursery   9:30 am 

Open door Sunday School  9:45am 

Worship Service    11:00 am 

*Weekly worship service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m.  

Sundays on KHOS 92.1 and KYXX 94.3* 


